
August  2011 

Dear Blakely Parents, 

A Special Notice: Traffic, Parking and Speeding - SAFETY FIRST!!! 

I am sending this annual message to remind the Blakely School community of some safety concerns regarding 
vehicle traffic around the school and to help everyone understand the logistical operation as well as the legal 
concerns.  The intent is to promote conscious decisions that will ensure student safety. 

1. Speed Limit: On Blakely Ave and Baker Hill, in proximity to the school, the posted speed limit is 30 
MPH,  however, when the yellow lights are flashing during selected times at the beginning, middle and end 
of the school day, the maximum speed is 20 MPH. The lights will be flashing 7:00-8:00 AM, 10:00-10:45 AM 
and 1:45-3:15 PM. The Bainbridge Police make school zones an enforcement priority, especially at the beginning 
of each school year.  So, please be attentive to help protect our children and avoid a ticket. 

2. Parking: The curb along the bus drive in front of Blakely School is painted red with the statement "No 
Parking - Fire Lane - Tow Away Zone." The purpose is to ensure access for emergency vehicles at all times. 
Parking violations in this area are enforced by the Bainbridge Police and carry a hefty fine.  This prohibition is in 
effect at all times, including daytime and evening events at the school (parent evenings, concerts, community 
events, etc.)  This is not a school district policy or ordinance. 
We have a very challenging parking situation around the school.  Unfortunately, there are no easy remedies. 
Kindergarten parents dropping off or picking up children at the very north end of the bus drive during the school 
day will likely be okay as long as they are in sight of their car and do not enter the building.  Bottom line is that 
this is a police decision. 
Parking along Blakely Ave. will also be under scrutiny.  The Bainbridge Police Department has indicated that it is 
permissible to park on the roadway in the following manner: vehicles must be parked beyond the white fog line, 
no parking within five feet of all public and private driveways, no parking within twenty feet of a crosswalk, It is 
also illegal to park on the side of the road, which would have your vehicle facing the oncoming traffic.  Again, this 
information is not intended as strict legal interpretation and is included only to make you aware of the parking 
concerns around school.  Any specific questions should be addressed to the police department. 

3. Student Drop Off and Load Zone: In the morning, students must be dropped off in the south parking 
lot, or along the curb in the front of the school. The area in the front of the school is designated for bus 
off loading, but upon their departure can be used for student drop off. Buses will typically depart this 
area by 7:45 am. The South parking lot is also the designated area for picking up students at the end of 
the day. As we start the new year, it should be expected that a high number of cars will be present.  Once we get 
in the morning routine, it is hoped that the number of parent drivers will decrease. Patience is a virtue! 

When lining up to access the Drop Off/Loading Area, please stay to the right as far as possible and do not leave 
your car unattended as the line of cars may move forward and your absence will cause further delays.  Also, please 
avoid parking immediately south of the entrance on Blakely Ave, as parents will need to queue up for accessing the 
loading area.  If you park there, it forces cars to pull out on to the road to get around you. 

Do not encourage your child to walk through the traffic congestion to meet you in your car.  Unescorted students 
will not be allowed to leave the loading area.  Also, if you escort your child, do not walk through the buses to 
return to your car, please go to the front, middle passthrough or end of the bus line. 
If you drive to school, please enter from the south and wait your turn to pull into the loading zone.  Then proceed 
to the front drive, turn right and exit from the north.  At dismissal, once buses are loaded, we will stop the cars and



let the buses depart first.  This helps to get the buses on the road and get the majority of our students home as 
quickly as possible.  Our goal is to have the buses depart at 2:23 PM each day. 

4. Buses: Transportation will be slow as we start the new school year, and it will be early and likely darker than in 
the former schedule. At the beginning of the school year, buses run late as drivers get to know the students and 
their respective destinations. We work with the district transportation folks to streamline the process and get the 
timing down so that you can establish some predictable routines for morning pickup and arrival home in the 
afternoon. 

From the Transportation Department: Our primary concern remains the safe transportation of each child as 
such, the Bainbridge Island School Transportation Department requests that students abide by the following rules. 
§ Stop, look, and listen and cross ONLY in front of the bus. 
§ Follow the directions of the driver. 
§ The driver is in charge of the bus and students at all times. 

Students should talk quietly and be courteous to all. 
§ Keep body inside the bus windows. 
§ Be on time. 
§ Respect the property of others. 
§ Keep the bus clean and aisles clear. 
§ Stay seated and remain in your seat during the ride.  Do not stand up when the bus is moving. 

Blakely School will work with students to help them understand that bus travel is part of school and each student is 
expected to follow the Blakely 3 R's each day (Be Respectful, Responsible and Reasonable). 

Thank you for reading through this letter. Our paramount concern must be for the safety and well being 
of the children.  In advance, I thank you for your cooperation, caring and assistance in making these 
school transitions as safe as possible. 

Sincerely, 

Reese Ande 
Principal


